XCI. THE MIRROR OF TRUTH.

The Blessed One proceeded to the village Nadlka
with a great company of brethren and there he stayed
at the Brick Hall. And the venerable Ananda went
to the Blessed One and mentioning to him the names
of the brethren and sisters that had died, anxiously in-
quired about their fate after death, whether they had
been reborn in animals or In hell, or as ghosts, or in
any place of woe.                                                      l

And the Blessed One replied to Ananda and said :2

"Those who have died after the complete destruc-
tion of the three bonds of lust, of covetousness and of
the egotistical cleaving to existence, need not fear the
state after death. They will not be reborn in a state of
suffering; their minds will not continue as a karma of
evil deeds or sin, but are assured of final salvation. *j

"When they die, nothing will remain of them but
their good thoughts, their righteous acts, and the bliss
that proceeds from truth and righteousness. As rivers
must at last reach the distant main, so their minds will
be reborn in higher states of existence and continue to
be pressing on to their ultimate goal which is the ocean
of truth, the eternal peace of Nirvana.                      4

" Men are anxious about death and their fate after
death; but there is nothing strange in this, Ananda,
that a human being should die. However, that you
should Inquire about them, and having heard the truth
still be anxious about the dead, this Is wearisome to
the Blessed One, I will, therefore, teach you the mir-
ror of truth :                                                                  fi

" 'Hell is destroyed for me, and rebirth as an ani-